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sometimes found to be ten to twenty feet high, and
must have engaged the labour of a host through
several years to build up. Here and there a tumulus
may be found covered by pipal trees and the earth
of white ants.

The Shans have now become largely assimilated to
the Burmese, their dress and even language is going ;
while their written character, being less and less used,
will soon disappear, except  perhaps  in  the  Hkamti
Long country.    Shans are found for more than one
hundred  miles  north  of  Mogoung,   as   also  in  the
Hukong and Tanai valleys, the latter being the name
of the chief source of the Chindwyn river.    They are
now great traders, though usually on a small scale
as they lack capital ;  but of late years, with the open-
ing of roads and railways and the general safety of
the same, the volume of traffic which consists in the
main of pickled and dried tea, bullocks, ponies, hides
and horn, sugar, potatoes, and lac,  has greatly in-
creased.    Shans almost always surround their villages
with  bamboo   or   fruit   and  flowering  trees,   giving
them an appearance of comfort and beauty.    They
bury their dead in groves near the village or out in
the  jungle.    The   Chinese   Shans   dress   almost   in-
variably in indigo blue clothes, while British  Shans
adopt white,  and their women incline to  copy the
Burmese, using, to quote a certain writer, " a panel
variation   in   adornment   of  the   identical   seductive
garment  doubtless  invented  by  some  Burmese  co-
quette."    The chief distinction seems to lie in the
different  ways   in  which   Chinese   or  British   Sh^n
women wear their turbans.    Chinese  Shans seemed
to have preserved their language far more than the